Print Books in Our Digital World – Some Thoughts 

     Is there a place for print books in our fast-paced digital world?  People have become found of small hits of content, delivered continually as if by intravenous drip, on screens they carry with them throughout the day and sleep next to at night.  We are voracious consumers of this information, waiting with anxious anticipation for the next item to appear.  Can a novel hold its own in this strange new world, where there is so much competition for our fleeting attention?
     Digital information is immediate and relentless.  Print books are not that.  In books, stories are revealed sentence by sentence, page by page, with deliberation and thoughtfulness.  They artfully digress into side stories, fall into tantalizing backstories, and explore the nature of characters at some length.  
     I would argue that, because of this, print books might just be the remedy to our modern algorithmic ills.  Reading a book allows us to slow our brains down a bit, to let our minds process, and grasp, and think at a more contemplative pace.  With electronic media, we see, we consume, and we react.  With books, we savor.
     There is a special joy to be found in holding a print book in one’s hands.  To open its cover, to touch its pages.  This experience provides a tactile connection to the story and the characters within, and engages the reader in a special way.  A book invites one to become immersed, to mentally fall into its world, and to walk among its characters, for as long as it holds us.
     Print books may have fallen out of favor in some circles, which is unfortunate, but they hold such great promise in the busy lives of the digitally consumed.  For all of the reasons outlined above and more, I would encourage such people, especially the most digitally connected among us, to commit to reading one print book each month.  For those who find they are too busy for this, they will read two.  
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